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General Conclusions

It was agreed to establish a list of projects tpimposed as pilot
projects for funding by international donors. (&&# of Projects)

Priorities and criteria should focus on projects tre eligible for
financing by GEF.

Proposal should be addressed to GEF/PDF B

Governments should be contacted, because pilaggisoghould be
demand driven

One contact person from each country should bedatad

The continued support of this initiative by UNECG#koaId be
ensured

Karst groundwater protection should be considenpdaaity
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FINAL THESSALONIKI STATEMENT
06 Nov. 08
AT THE IVINTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON TRANSBOUNDARY WATERS
MANAGEMENT,HELD IN THESSALONIKI,GREECE, FROM 15-18 OCTOBER 2008,

WE THE PARTICIPANTS FROM 42 COUNTRIES AND INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL
ORGANISATIONS, HAVING

reviewed the current situation of different transboundary surface and groundwater
bodies;

realised the common obstacles thatin many cases detractfrom the best uses of
those resources;

recognised thatthe quantity and quality ofthose resources are affected by various
human activities;

considered thatwaterresources are subjectto the increasing influence of global and
climate changes;

considered the scientific, technical, economic, financial, policy and legal aspects
involved in the management of transboundary water resources;

recognised thatit would be beneficial to broaden the scope of cooperation among
states sharing water resources by involving the various stakeholders;

recognised thattransboundary water resources should be regarded as a common
resource for satisfying the basic human as well as ecosystem needs and enhance
sustainable socio-economic developmentofthe basin populations;

recognised that, in order to implement international legal obligations, itis necessary
for states to take action within their domestic contexts;

S AND
RIES:

A OF THE VIEW THAT IN ORDER TO FACE THE ABOVE
X

R CHA LLENGE

M IMISE THE ADVANTAGES FROM COOPERATION AMONG COUN T

he states sharing transboundary waterresources should:

. enter into agreements and understandings for cooperation in the managementof
these resources, consistent with principles of international law on water resources;

b. putin place sustainable institutional arrangements at the transboundary river basin

or aquiferlevel;
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c. putin place monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to continuously assess the
transboundary river basins and aquifers;

d. enhance the knowledge base relating to these resources in order to develop
effective waterresources protection and management mechanisms;

e. explore alternative institutional approaches forthe governance of transboundary
waterresources atthe local users’ level.

2. In order to implement international and regional legal obligations within their national
contexts, states should putin place adequate nationalwater management policies,
legislation and institutions.

3. Arrangements should be made in order to build the capacity of states’ multilateral,
bilateral and national administrations to implementthe provisions of the agreements
entered into, and also to promote water education and organise multidisciplinary
training programmes.

4. Sustainable financing mechanisms should be established for transboundary water
management.

THEREFORE:

W e the participants appeal to international institutions, as well as countries and regional
and local authorities, in partnership with the private sector, for assistance, technical
supportand financing in these endeavours.
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a) Current irrigation network in the Nestos delta

b) Future water diversion for irrigating the plain of Xanthi
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TITLE OF PROJECT | COUNTRIES KEY ISSUES SUB-
ISSUES

Sustainable water BIH and Croatia Pollution management

management of the Hutovo Blato (health), hydraulic

Dinaric karst region wetland marsh management, hydropower

A cooperative Slovenia, Croatia | Web  site, discussion

framework for karstic | and all karst forum for experts and

aquifers in SEE using g regions in SEE institutions

Multilateral legal Romania, Hungary,

harmonisation over S &M and

groundwater protection| Bulgaria.

Submarine ecosystemg All Adriatic Submarine ecology, MED Action

related to karst /Mediterranean biodiversity Plan

submarine discharge | coast countries

Preservation and Albania and Greece Environmental protection

sustainable management and interaction with

of Vjosa/Aoos National surface water (IWRM)

Park

Integrated surface and| FYR Macedonia, | Lakes dependent on Biodiversity

groundwater Albania, Greece groundwater systems., | Preservation

management in Prespa
Lakes catchment area

regional economic
development, monitoring

of ecosystems

Biodiversity inherent
within the Dinaric karst
system

Land use change and it

impacts on karstic

aquifers
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